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many establishments in London where customers by no
means of the humbler class are satisfied with conditions
which in their own homes would fill them with disgust, and
complete asepticism is seriously aimed at in very few
instances. The skill of the barber is, perhaps, better to be
relied on than the cleanliness of his apparatus. On the
other hand, the man whose instruments are dirtiest is to some
extent the most likely to shave carelessly and to cut his
customer.
A Quack’s Performances.
Bertram Mortimer, whom some daily newspapers have
described as a "medical specialist " and who has practised
quackery of a very gross character with unusual audacity,
has now in addition to his sentence for stealing luggage in
London, and to the term of four years’ penal servitude to
which he was condemned at Exeter, been ordered to undergo
six months’ imprisonment for fraud at Swansea. His real
name has been mentioned as W. J. Powell, and his alias
Mortimer has also been spelt Mortimore. Other sentences
upon him passed during earlier stages of his career were for
procuration and bigamy. In the circumstances, it is to be
hoped that when he is released from the various terms of
imprisonment now imposed upon him, some of which he will,
perhaps, endure concurrently, the police will keep a sharp
look-out in order to prevent the renewal of his crimes. Is it
also too much to hope that this gentleman’s advertisements
will be omitted from certain daily newspapers ? 
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INSANE POOR.
IT appears by returns lately made to Parliament, which
have just been printed by order of the House of Commons,
that the number of pauper lunatics and idiots in the several
counties of England and Wales amounts to very nearly ten
thousand, 5145 of these being females. By adding to this
number, the amount of lunatics ascertained to be confined in
public or private asylums, and those in the army and navy,
a total of 13,665 is produced,-a mass which, according to
the calculations of Sir Andrew Haliday, is three times
greater than it was twenty years since. The judicious and
humane disposal of such a large and increasing body of
paupers, demands and must obtain, through the interference
of Parliament, or the benevolence of the wealthy, a more
considerate attention than mere parochial care will bestow on
them, and this in some counties it has received. In several
of them, public lunatic asylums have been established, and
have proved highly economical and advantageous, par-
ticularly in consequence of the facilities they have afforded
for the early treatment of the malady. The following state-
ments, extracted from the reports of the Armagh and Wake-
field Asylums, furnished a marked confirmation of the
benefits resulting from attention to cases of lunacy, while the
attack is recent. In the former, within the last year,
of 32 old cases admitted, only one recovered. In the
Wakefield Asylum, of 44 cases admitted in which the
first attack had taken place within the three months,
28 were cured within six months ; and of 23
cases of twelve months standing, nine were restored
within two years from admission. We perceive by
the pamphlet of Dr. Palmer, a magistrate of Devon and
Somerset, that the establishment of a pauper lunatic asylum
in the former county also, is under serious consideration, and
will probably be carried into effect.
SALE OF SPIRITS OF WINE WITHOUT A LICENSE.-The
following letter is extracted from the last number of the
Gazette of Health. It cannot be too widely circulated
"Treasury Chambers, May 26, 1830.
" SIR,-Having laid before the Lords Commissioners of
his Majesty’s Treasury your memorial, praying that you may
be permitted to sell spirits of wine, by retail, without license,
I am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you, that
your request cannot be complied with. I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
"GEO. R. DAWSON.*
"Dr. R. Reece, 8, Bolton Row." 
* Rt. Hon. Geo. Robert Dawson, P.C., of Castle-Dawson, Co. Derry,
Ireland, Secretary of the Treasury and later, of the Admiralty. 
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VITAL STATISTICS.
HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
IN 76 of the largest English towns 8722 births and 3662
deaths were registered during the week ending July 4th.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
declined in the nine preceding weeks from 15 7 7 to 11 8 8 per
1000, was again equal to 11 - 8 in the week under notice.
During the 13 weeks of the past quarter the annual death-
rate in these towns averaged only 13.8 8 per 1000, and in
London during the same period it did not exceed 13 - 3.
The lowest annual death-rates in the 76 towns during the
week under notice were recorded in Hornsey, Willesden,
Walthamstow, and Wallasey, in each of which urban districts.
the rates were below 5 per 1000 ; the rates in the other towns
ranged upwards, however, to 18.0 in Manchester, 18.2 in
Merthyr Tydfil, 18 - 3 in Bootle, 18-4 in Burnley, and 21 5 in
Huddersfield. The death-rate in London during the week
did not exceed 10-9. The 3662 deaths in the 76 towns.
during the week were fewer by two than the number
returned in the previous week, and included 299 which
were referred to the principal epidemic diseases, an
increase of but three upon the low number in the previous
week; of these 299 deaths, 92 resulted from diarrhoea,
76 from measles, 63 from whooping-cough, 40 from
diphtheria, 22 from scarlet fever, and six from
"fever" (principally enteric), but not one from small-pox.
The deaths from these epidemic diseases last week were
equal to a mean annual rate of but 1 0 0 per 1000, corre-
sponding with the low rate from the same diseases in each of
the three preceding weeks ; the rate from these diseases in
London was again so low as O. 8. No death from any of
these epidemic diseases was registered last week in Derby,
Norwich, Birkenhead, York, or in 12 other smaller towns;. ;.
the annual death-rate from these diseases ranged upwards,
however, to 2-3 in Rochdale and in Smethwick, 2 - 7 in:
Rhondda, 2 - 8 in Salford, and 3 - 4 in Merthyr Tydfil. The
deaths attributed to diarrhoea in the 76 towns, which had
been 63, 64, and 70 in the three preceding weeks, further rose
to 92 in the week under notice, and caused annual death-
rates equal to 1.1 in Walsall, 1 - 3 in Coventry, and 2.0 0 in
Merthyr Tydfil. The 76 fatal cases of measles showed, how-
ever, a further decline from the numbers returned in the
three preceding weeks ; the highest annual rates from this
disease were 1 - 2 in Leyton, 1 - 3 in Salford, 1 - 8 in Rochdale,
and 2-0 in Stockton-on-Tees. The 63 deaths from whooping-
cough also showed a further decline of 10 from the de-
creasing numbers in recent weeks ; they caused, how-
ever, a rate of 1-4 in Merthyr Tydfil. Of the 40
fatal cases of diphtheria, an increase of five upon the
number returned in each of the two previous weeks, ten
occurred in London and its suburban districts, and three
both in Liverpool and in Birmingham. The 22 deaths from
scarlet fever included 11 in London and its suburbs, and
three in Liverpool. Only six deaths during the week were
referred to "fever" in the 76 towns. The number of
scarlet fever patients under treatment in the Metropolitan
Asylums and London Fever Hospitals, which had declined
in the nine preceding weeks from 2938 to 2553, had further
fallen to 2529 during the week ending July 4th; 322 new
cases of this disease were admitted to these hospitals during
the week under notice, against 289, 310, and 365 in the
three preceding weeks. The deaths in London referred
to pneumonia and other diseases of the respiratory
organs, which had steadily declined in the ten preceding
weeks from 301 to 107, rose again to 120 in the week under
notice, but were seven below the corrected number in the
corresponding week of the five years 1903-07. Six
deaths in London were directly referred to influenza,
during the week. The causes of 29, or 0.8 per cent.,
of the deaths registered in the 76 towns last week were not
